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Dear Presiding Officer, 
 
I am writing to you as Chair of the Corporate Body following the Finance and 
Constitution Committee’s recent consultation with other committees and this 
afternoon’s debate regarding the impact of Brexit on devolution and how the 
Parliament’s scrutiny role will need to evolve to address this impact. 
 
The Finance and Constitution Committee believes that there is a need to ensure that 
there is an appropriate and proportionate level of parliamentary, stakeholder and 
public engagement in the domestic policy-making process in areas which were 
previously subject to EU law.  
 
This is primarily because there will be no future formal democratic engagement in the 
EU policy making process by the UK and devolved governments. But it is also because 
there is a risk that the EU policymaking process is replaced by an executive-driven 
process which allows for significant levels of ministerial discretion including an inter-
governmental process with limited opportunity for parliamentary and stakeholder 
engagement.  
 
It is clear from this afternoon’s debate and from the responses we received from other 
committees that there is a pressing need for the Parliament’s scrutiny role to evolve.  
In particular, in relation to scrutiny of the following areas– 
 

• The UK internal market;  
• Common frameworks; 
• The keeping pace power;  



 

 

• International agreements including the future relationship with the EU 
and other trade deals.  

 
It is critically important that Members are supported to deliver robust scrutiny in a post-
Brexit constitutional landscape.  
 
But, as I noted in my opening speech, the responses we received from other 
committees are clear that greater scrutiny capacity within the existing committee 
structure is now needed to address the substantial increase in committee workloads 
arising from the impact of Brexit.    
 
Given the tight fiscal environment we recognise that this may require difficult 
conversations about reprioritising existing resources, but this needs to start now, 
before the next session of Parliament begins. 
 
The Committee will have the opportunity to consider these issues when we take 
evidence on the SPCB Budget next week.  It would be helpful to also have a written 
response to this letter by Friday 12 February which we can consider in our report on 
the Scottish Government’s Budget 2021-22. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Bruce Crawford MSP 
Convener 
 

 


